[Changes in the relationship between cognitive functioning and psychopathological symptoms in patients with paranoid schizophrenia in the periods of psychosis and development of remission].
The aim of our study was to investigate the relationship between cognitive functioning and psychopathological symptoms in patients with paranoid schizophrenia both in acute state and in the period of development of remission. Fourteen patients with paranoid schizophrenia (ICD-10, F20.0) were examined twice during 4,5-5 months, first--at the acute episode and second--at the period of development of remission during the treatment with olanzapine. The PANSS for assessment of psychopathological symptoms and Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS) and Benton Visual Retention Test as measures of cognitive functioning have been used. Though the patient's general cognitive functioning was in a normal range. The results of performance part (vs. verbal part) of the WAIS were significantly lower. The performance subtests idem were more sensible for changing in patient's actual status. The reduction of psychotic symptoms was accompanied by the improvement of almost all cognitive domains studied. The spectrum of interrelations between different aspects of cognition and clinical symptoms was revealed. These interrelations vary greatly in depending of the state of patients (exacerbation of psychosis or remission). During the remission, patient's cognitive functioning negatively correlated with two types of disorders: residual hallucinations and disturbance of verbal communication.